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SAMUEL CLEMENS 

I am saddened to report that 
Dona Cole, the actress who played 
Sandy Kelley in The Beast with a 
Million Eyes (1955), passed away 
on September 15, 2000, age 67, 
of cancer. Since it is very hard 
to find any information on her, 
we have done some research and 
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this is what we've found. She was 
born Donna Lou Eshelman on 
July 14, 1933, in Canton, Illinois. 
After graduating from Hoover 
High School, she studied dance 
at Glendale Community College 
while doing some modeling. The 
red-haired siren was crowned 
Miss Intermatic, Princess of the 
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Glendale Fiesta, and the Fish 
Derby Queen, but her greatest 
victory was in 1953 as one of the 
six T-Venuses placed on con- 
tract with NBC that included Sue 
Casey and Angie Dickinson. She 
was named a Deb Star with Kim 
Novak that year, as well. Although 
Dona never achieved the fame that 
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Angie and Kim did, she had roles 
in Daddy Long Legs (1955) and John 
Ford’s The Long Gray Line (1955), 
with appearances on The Colgate 
Comedy Hour and The Bob Cum- 
mings Show. 

Her first husband was Ralph J. 
Franklin Jr., whom she married 
in 1955. After they divorced, she 
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wed John McGill, who would be 
her husband of 41 years. After 
starring in the musical-comedy 
That Wonderful Feeling at the First 
Presbyterian Church, she went 
into business with her husband. 
They founded McGills Hardware 
Company, She's survived by her 
daughters, Noreen and Kathleen, 


